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U.S. May Investigate Mengele Case 


By RALPH BLUMENTHAL 

American and Canadian officials 
moved yesterday to investigate ac- 
counts that the Nazi fugitive Josef 
Mengele may have been captured and 
released in an American occupation 
zone after World War II and may have 
gained entry to Canada around 1962. 

In Ottawa, Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney directed Justice Minister 
John Crosbie and Solicitor General 
Elmer MacKay to conduct an “urgent 
investigation” of intelligence records, 
including some that have not been 
made public. Responding to questions | 
in Parliament, the Prime Minister j 
N called the matter of a possible Cana- ! 
dian refuge for Dr. Mengelq* “repug- 
nant and repulsive in the extreme to 
our citizenship.” 

•, In Washington, Elliott Abrams, 
Assistant Secretary of State for Human 
Rights and Humanitarian Affairs, said 
there was agreement within the Rea- 
gan Administration that the case 
should be examined, at least initially, 
by the' Justice Department's Office of 
Special Investigations. In 1983 the of- 
fice, formed to prosecute war crimi- 
nals who pntered the United States ille- 
gally, investigated American intelli- 


• A French lawyer who tracked down 
Klaus Barbie and other accused Ger- 
man war criminals says he joined an 
assassination plot* against Mr, Barbie 
in 1982 and would support other such 
plots against Important Nazi fugitives 
if all legal recourse to their seizure 
were blocked, 

The lawyer, Serge Klarsfeld, con- 
firmed an account in Life magazine 
that he and his wife, Beate, paid a Bo- 
■ llvian code-named Juan-Carlos about 
$5,000 for his travel expenses to Bolivia 
to kill Mr. Barbie, the former Gestapo 
chief in Lyons. Mr. Klarsfeld said, how- 
ever, that he did not start the plot or fi- 
nance it, but agreed out of frustration 
over 10 years of fruitless legal efforts to 
assist the plan after it was devised. 

The plan was canceled, Mr*. Klars- 
feld said in a telephone interview from 
Paris on Tuesday, after a new Bolivian 


gence contacts with the former head of 
the Gestapo in Lyons, Klaus Barbie, 
now awaiting trial in France. 

Senator Alfonse M. D'Amatq, Repub- 
lican of New York, said he was appeal- 
ing to the Central Intelligence Agency 
to check postwar intelligence files for 
the declassification and release of any 
information cm the Mengele case. 

Army intelligence documents re- 
cently obtained by the Simon Wiesen- 
thal Center under the Freedom of In- 
formation Act indicate that Dr. Men- 
gele may have been arrested and re- 
leased in the American zone of Vienna 
in 1947 and that he may have sought a 
Canadian visa from Buenos Aires 
under a pseudonym in 1962. American 
intelligence was informed of the visa 
application, made in the name of “Jo- 
seph Mehke," and replied to the Cana- 
dians with information about Josef 
Mengele but any subsequent followup 
has not been revealed. # 

The Army, withheld four pages of 
Canadian records on the ground of for- 
eign government confidentiality. But 
they suggest, according. to an official 
familiar with the case, that, the man 
calling himself Mr. Menke actually 
gained entry to Canada. Whether or not 


Government agreed to Mr. Barbie's ex- 
tradition to Prance, which took place 
two years ago. He is now awaiting trial 
in Lyons, * 

“You can say I would pay the tfame 
for Brunner in Syria," said Mr. Klars- 
feld. He was referring to Alois Brun- 
ner, a former top aide to Adolf Eich- 
mann who arranged the mass killing of 
Jews from Greece, Austria and Berlin, 
and who, he said, is now living in Da- 
mascus. Mr, .Klarsfeld said all legal ef- 
forts, including a West German de- 
mand for Mr, Brunner's .extradition, 
had gone unheeded by the Syrian Gov- 
ernment and' he called Mr, Brunner 
“for Jews, a hundred times more im- 
portant than Barbie." 

He said he would continue to pursue 
legal remedies in democratic societies 
but he said, “It is better to have an ille- 
gal resolution than to have such Crimi~ 
nals free," ^ ■ ‘ 


that man was Dr. Mengele, however, 
remains unclear from the records. 

At a news conference in Manhattan 
yesterday, Rabbi Marvin Hier, dean of 
the Los Angeles-based Wiesenthal Cen-| 
ter for the study of Nazi crimes, called 
for a full Government investigation. He 
said that if the records being withheld 
were not made public, the center would 
file suit in Federal ^ourt to compel 
their release. Senator D'Amato said 
that if necessary he would join in the 
lawsuit. 

. Dr. Mengele, the chief physician at 
the Auschwitz death camp, where 
about four million people, most of them 
Jews, were - gassed and cremated by 
the Germans, has been sought for ar- 
rest by -West Germany since 1959. He 
was last known to be hiding in Para- 
guay. - 1 

. Meanwhile, a former inmate of 
Auschwitz recalled, on the eve of his 
departure for Poland for a commem- 
moration of the 40th anniversary of the 
liberation of the camp, that the Nazi 
doctor was an enigmatic figure who 
protected his human “guinea pigs" and 
showed a bizarre interest in Jewish cul- 
ture. 

The former inmate, Marc Berkowitz, 
a 52-year-old furniture salesman -from 
New City, N.Y., said he and His 12-yedr- 
old twin sister became experimental 
subjects for Dr. Mengele after their fa- 
ther and brother were executed by the 
Germans and they and their mother 
were shipped from Czechoslovakia to 
Auschwitz in 1944, 

He said he still suffered from the 
spinal injections arid experimental sur- 
gery performed on him by Dr. Mengele 
and that the doctor “knew he was doing 
something terribly wrong."* 

But at the same time, Mr, Berkowitz 
said, the doctor “wanted to keep us 
safe when they wanted to exterminate 
us.” ~ 

* He said the doctor “liked Jewish 
mannerisms dnd attitudes” and de-. 
lighted in using certain Jewish expres- 
sions, even affectionately nicknaming 
the youth for a Jewish sage. 

One day, he recalled, he was in a camp 
garden picking brussels sprouts for Dr. 
Mengele's dinner when he noticed a 
column of women 1 marching through 
the dust tq the . gas chamber. -Among 
them, he saw, wai hie own mother. : 

“Dr. Mengele saw this and gave me a 
message to carry so I* could follow my • 
mother to the gas chamber." 
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